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Average number of subscribers

The average number of subscribers is the weighted average of the 
number of subscribers in each calendar month in that year. In this 
annual report, the average number of subscribers is used to 
calculate indicators such as Average Minutes of Usage Per User Per 
Month (MOU) and Average Revenue Per User Per Month (ARPU).

Color ring

‘‘Color Ring’’ is the business of replacing the normal answer ring 
tone heard by the calling party when making a call with a wide 
variety of colorful songs, melodies, sound effects or voice 
recordings.

GSM

Global System for Mobile Communications, a pan-European mobile 
telephone system based on digital transmission and cellular 
network architecture with roaming capability. The Group’s 2G 
network adopts GSM standard.

MMS

Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS). MMS is capable of delivering 
messages combining animated color pictures, sounds, text and 
motion pictures. MMS is a mobile data service launched after SMS.

Fetion

Instant messaging business provided by the Group which enables 
subscribers to communicate instantly through various means 
including SMS to chat, date or for interactive entertainment.

LTE

Long Term Evolution, a mainstream standard for the evolution of 
3G technology. It is wireless broadband data business oriented, and 
has the characteristics of high speed, less time delay and high 
quality. LTE has two models, namely FDD and TDD, of which TDD 
(also known as TD-LTE) is a standard for the evolution of TD-
SCDMA technology. The two models of LTE can be developed in a  
coordinated manner to utilize symmetrical and asymmetrical 
bandwidths fl exibly and effi ciently. LTE can be integrated and co-
exist with the existing 2G and 3G networks.

This glossary contains certain defi nitions and other terms as they relate to the Company and the Group and as they are used in the Annual 
Report. These defi nitions may, or may not, correspond to standard industry defi nitions.

Mobile paper

A business developed through cooperation between the Group 
and mainstream media which provides customers with updated 
in format ion ( inc lud ing contents such as news, spor t s , 
entertainment, cultural activities and lifestyle) through MMS and 
WAP, etc.

Penetration rate

The total number of subscribers divided by the total population 
within a designated area.

TD-SCDMA

Time Division-Synchronous Code Division Multiple Access, China’s 
homegrown 3G mobile technology standard, is one of the 
international mainstream 3G standards. The Group’s 3G network 
adopts TD-SCDMA standard.

Wireless music

A business which provides musical services to subscribers through 
mobile telecommunications networks. Currently it mainly consists 
of ‘‘Color Ring’’, ‘‘Ringtone Download’’ and ‘‘IVR for Wireless 
Music’’

139 Mailbox

A mailbox service introduced by the Group which possesses usual 
Internet based mailbox functions and at the same time fully utilizes 
the advantages of handsets by enabling subscribers to send and 
receive as well as manage their emails through SMS, MMS and 
WAP.
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With the completion of the industry restructuring and the issuance of 
3G licenses, China’s telecommunications industry has entered into a new 
era. China Mobile received the TD-SCDMA 3G license and faces new 
opportunities and challenges.

We strategically launched our new 3G logo “G3”, which signifi es our full 
support of China’s homegrown technological development. Through the 
building of a brand new communications platform, we shall provide our 
customers with vibrant and effi cient digital information services.

In this new competitive landscape, we intend to leverage our strong
foundation, overall competitiveness and our leading position in the 2G 
mobile telecommunications market to sustain business development and 
fi nancial growth. We will proactively develop our 3G business through 
network integration and innovative marketing strategies, realizing the 
smooth transition of networks and smooth services upgrade for our 
customers. It remains our goal to provide fi rst-class services to our customers 
and to create value for our shareholders.
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